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“(L well-tuasined choin adds beauty and sclemnity to the litungy and alse assists and
enceunages the singing of the cangregation. Jhe Secend Vatican Council. . .stated
emphatically: ‘Chains must be diligently premoted,’.” Music in Catholic Worship
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St. Theresa’s Music Ministry

St. Theresa’s Music Ministry encompasses a wide array of musical expressions,
from Chant to Children’s Songs, and from Classical to Contemporary. The Music
Ministry’s primary reason for existence is to serve the needs of the liturgy at our parish
celebrations. Since our Church calls us to “ full, active, and conscious participation,” and
recognizing that we are a diverse community, it follows that our worship will be multi-
dimensional, drawing from many sources. We call this “blended worship.” In other
words, at one service, the assembly may join in one of the newest Contemporary
Christian songs and an ancient hymn as well.

Each weekend we celebrate five Masses, each with its own unique blend. Two
Masses, 5:00 PM Saturday and 7:30 AM Sunday are led by cantor and keyboard. The
other three, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM (Sunday) are served by assembled singers
and accompaniment. The morning choirs rehearse together and split for Sunday Mass;
some choose to sing at both services. The two groups combine for special occasions such
as Christmas Eve and Holy Week. The 6:00 Choir is separate and serves in particular the
needs of the teen and young adult community.

The Festival Choir is a new addition (see below). These singers make a limited
commitment to join in special celebrations in the fall and/or spring

The Children’s Choir is comprised of Elementary and Junior High students who
sing about once a month on Sunday and other events. They also produce and annual
musical production each summer in conjunction with Vacation Bible School.

Finally, we are led by an outstanding staff of professional musicians who provide
direction, accompaniment, instrumental color and vocal leadership.

The 9:00 and 11:00 Choirs
Membership

Membership in the morning choirs is open to anyone who wishes to serve and has
fundamental music skills. Rather than require an “audition” as such, each member is
asked to meet briefly with the director primarily for the opportunity to become
acquainted, but also for the director to learn how to best facilitate the gifts of the singer.
Potential members are invited to “sit in” at rehearsal until they feel comfortable joining
the group at Mass. Each new member will be assigned a “mentor” to help them become
at ease with the choir and its system.

“Ta each and eveny one fere, the Lond bids you fis welcome with love. May we sewe you

well, Lond. Bless these gatherings of seng. Bless the genewous heants who come!” Jeanne
Hunt, Choir Prayers




‘While there is no specific term for membership, it is expected that each member
participate in at least 80% of rehearsals and services from September through May.
While we recognize that for all of us, there are other concerns other than choir, a choir
member needs to maintain a firm commitment to the group, with a very high priority.

“(t times the choir, within the congregation of the faithful and as paxt of it, will assume the
times in the cowwe of litungical celebnation the choir alone will sing werks whose musical
demands enlist and challenge its competence.” Music in Catholic Worship

“Touchstones” for the Upcoming Year

Nothing is more important than our ministry at Sunday Mass each week. It is over
these accumulated weeks that we grow in our ministry and in our personal lives as well.
And yet there are moments through the year which bear special significance. Most of
these are very similar from one year to the next, but each year has a unique character:

Oct. 1 (11:00) 50™ Anniversary Mass.
The bishop will be present, and we will combine musical forces, including an orchestra.

Nov 13 (Monday, 7:00 PM) Mass of Remembrance
Memorial mass for recently departed. We have new octavos and a Gregorian Chant.

Dec 11 (Monday, 7:00 PM) Lessons and Carols

We will use a complete setting this year, called “Emanuel-God With Us!” Itis a
combination of traditional and contemporary Advent and Christmas music, and we will
also use these pieces at our liturgies. We will be accompanied by orchestra.

Dec 24 (Sunday, 8:00 and 10:00 PM) Christmas Eve
In addition to music from Lessons and Carols we will sing parts of a Mass from Haydn
and more chant. With orchestra. '

Feb. 12 (tentative-Monday, 7:00 PM) Musical: “That You Might Have Life”

This will be our first foray into theatre for the choir. It is a setting of stories from the
Gospel of John (by Marty Haugen) some of which we will use in our liturgies, this time
during Lent, in conjunction with RCIA. It calls for 8 soloists, choir and orchestra.

Apr 1 (Palm Sunday, beginning of Holy Week)
We will be VERY busy. Keep this week free. More information as we get closer.

Apr 8 (Easter Sunday)
This year we’ll have orchestra and very special music.

May 27 (Pentecost Sunday)
Conclusion of our Easter Season will be marked with great fanfare.




Rehearsals

Just as an exercise program or the pursuit of a college degree requires consistent
devotion to attain its desired goal, so it is with choral art. Therefore rehearsals are the
lifeblood of our ministry. It is during these preparation periods that we learn to improve
our singing, expand our ability to read music, deepen our receptivity of the “spirit” of the
music, and share in the lives of our fellow musicians.

As you can see this year (2006-7) will be very demanding. Besides the
“Touchstone” events just described, we will be infusing more “stand-alone” choral music
into the Mass to add “beauty and solemnity” to our worship. For these reasons we will
increase the amount of time we spend in rehearsal (schedule included). In essence, after
October 1, we will go from a two-hour (6-8) time frame to 2 1/2 hours (6-8:30) with the
first half of that time for “Festival Choir” (see below). With some exceptions, this will
continue until Easter. '

- In addition to rehearsal time, there will be other opportunities to learn music. All
the details haven’t been completed, but there will be listening aids to help you get the
music on your own. A rule of thumb: Every minute you spend learning your music
OUTSIDE of rehearsal is worth about four minutes DURING rehearsal. Personal
recorders are a good idea also.

Sheet Music

Music plans and some scores will be dispatched via the internet in a weekly
communication from the director. Some “hard copies” will be available, but most will
wish to download their own and prepare their own folders. There will also be a number of
octavos and collections we will use. These will be numbered and assigned to each singer.
When called for they must be returned to the Librarian. Notes may be made in pencil
only. It is suggested that everyone keep an alphabetized “archive folder” of copied music
to keep from having to re-copy music used before.

Services

Each member may sing at either 9:00 or 11:00 or both. In general, plan on being in
place, ready to sing 30 minutes before Mass. So we can warm up and go over any “rough
spots” vocally. We need to go over beginnings and endings with the instrumentalists
who would not have been practicing with us. Make sure all your music is in order. If
you have need some extra coaching, come early; don’t wait for the rest.




“The Chunch eannestly desives that all the faithful be led te that full, censcicus, and active

participation in ltungical celebnations called for by the very natuxe of the liturgy"
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy

Since we stand in front of the assembly, our appearance is very important. Our most
important “attire” is facial expression. Be involved with the music and truly make it
“prayer.” While some music may contain elements of sadness, the over-riding emotion
we should exude is JOY! Smile a lot! Keep your eyes on the director when singing, and
on the priest or speaker the rest of the time. If you are looking elsewhere, you will lead
others to distraction.

Wear fresh, attractive, modest clothing. From Labor Day to Memorial Day, guys
in ties. Pay attention to hygiene everyone. No shorts or T-shirts, please.

Leadership

The success of any organization is determined by the quality of its leadership.
Besides the obvious position of Director, there are a number of roles, which are helpful in
leading the choir most effectively:

1. Librarian: prepares new music (numbering, stamping, etc.), collects and files music
no longer needed, helps prepare folders for instrumentalists

2. Fellowship Facilitator: Plans and implements social gatherings, recognizes
individual milestones (birthdays, etc.)

3. Membership Facilitator: Works with director in recruitment, follow up on potential
members, mentor assignments

Festival Choir

To further extend the invitation to join the choir to any unable to or unsure about
making the weekly commitment, we are offering a special opportunity. Those who wish
to make a limited commitment to the Music Ministry may do so. Singers will be able to
participate in the Mass of Remembrance, Lessons and Carols and Christmas Eve (fall)
and the musical and Holy Week (spring). Rehearsals will be on Wednesday evenings
from 6:00 to 7:15, beginning the first week in October. Regular choir rehearsal will
continue until 8:30. This invitation is especially given to our “winter visitors,” parents of
small children, those who regular attend a Mass other than 9:00 and 11:00, and anyone
who would just like to “give it a try.”













